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Visitors From Space

FLYING SAUCERS UNCENSORED,
By Harold T. Wilkins. 255 pp. New
York: Citade} Press. §$3.50.-

THE FLYING SAUCER CONSPIRACY.
By Mej. Donald E. Keyhoe. 315
gp. New York: Henry Polt & Co.
$350.

Wilkens himself inclines to .Elm

theory. “Fourth - dimenslonal

beingn are really there,” he says.
“They intend, in certain Amerl-

. can opinion, to keep man from |

THE REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIED |

FLYING OBJECTS. By Edward J.
Ruppelt. 315 pp. New York: Dou-
bieday & Co. $4.50.

By JONATHAN N. LEONARD

HE flying saucer cult has
split into sub-culte, as cults |

have a way of doing. The
prophets of its mystical left
wing hold philosophical conver-
_sations with friendly Sauceri-
ans; they even visit mother- |
ships hanging in space and find |
them loaded with lovely girls
from Mars and Venus. One of
their articles of faith is that
the Saucerians are benign mes-
glahs who hope to put an end
to war or sinning Earth. In
the less imaginative wing of

the cult are byzantine contro- |

versialists who wage an endless

disrupting the solar system, and
are prepared to do so, even i
they have to take over and run
our entire planet.”

Only the most pious saucer
believers will take Wilkins’ book
seriously. It is a mish-mash of
old wives' tales, wild theorizing
and ignorant pseudo-science. It
has liitle entertainment wvalue.
Wiilkins, apparently, has never
ridden in a flying saucer or met
& lovely girl from Venus./

“The Flying Saucer Conspi-

long retired) Donald K. Keyhoe,
a thin, nervous, serious man
who insists over-and-over that

Mr. Leonard, o science edi-
tor and writer, iz the author of
“Might Into Space.”

‘.

racy” is by Major (of Marines, |

t
|
|
B

ings.” Most of it is & repeti-
tious and unconvincing attack
on the Major's great enemy:
the Air Force “sitence group.”

‘ I_ONGEST and dultest of the

current crop of saucer books is
“The Report on Unidentified

E Flying Objects” by Edward J.
who was connected '

Ruppelt,
until 1853 with the Air Force's
efforts to make sense gut of
sgucer reports. Ruppeit seems

" to have quarreled with Keyhoe,

and he gives the Air Force some
credit for honesty and patriot-

" ism. But he also geems to be-

lieve that there is some sort of
conspiracy of silence. The great
buik of HRuppelt's book in ac-

".counts-of “sightings,” most of

which are familiar to saucer
addicte. Some of them are ex-
posed as materigl objects that
have been misinterpreted. In
othér cases, however, Ruppelt

apparently belleves that the

object seen wase something
darkly mysterious, probably
from space. It iz hard to tell
from his text just what he does
believe, ‘

campaign against an heretical.|

conapiracy in the depths of the
Pentagon.

Harold@ T. Wilking, author of -
“Flylng Saucers Uncensored,”
Is one of the mystics. His -
style i so slippery that it is
‘hard to tell what he really
believes, but he seemg to be say-
ing that the earth has been vis-
ited for untold thousands of |
years by guperhuman space be-~
irzg of various kinds. Accord-
ing to one of his unnamed in-
formants, these creatures are
fifteen feet tall and eome from
the Heavy World, According te
another they are “Etherians”
whio live in the fourth dimension. |

the high command of the U, 5.
Air Forece is deliberately con-
cealing a dangerous threat from
space. This is one of the basic
dogmas of ‘the flying saucer
cult, It performs two import-
ant functions: It permits saucer
prophets to pose as martyrs,
and it explaina after a fashion
why the Air Force scientists,
who are admittedly skiliful and
well-informed, should deny that
flying saucers are invaders
from space. Keyhoe's style s

. dense with military jargon

which he presumably uses to
give an afficial tone, The hook

describes few new saucer “sight- .

While the abave three books
were in preparation, the Air

- Force relepsed the results of a

massive, intelligent, painatak-
ing and detailed analysis of all
flying saucer reports. It em-
ployed excellent sclientists and
used elaborate apparatus. The
conclusion is negative. Nearily
all the reporfts were explained,
on close examination, in unsen-
sational ways. The scientista
found no evidence whatever
that cven the few surviving
“unicnowns” were likely to have
come from space. Ruppelt may
have known before hig bhook
went to press that this cruel
blockbuster was about to be
dropped on the saucer cultists.
In his last chapter, at any rate,
he takes & prudent attitude of
objective doubt. 'Time will tell,"
he says:




